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whistle or repeated flashes from a mirror may also be used for
this   purpose.
When the instrument man has finished his observations he
"releases" the rodman by raising and lowering both arms ex-
tended to the sides. Two blasts from the whistle is often a con-
venient "release." The mirror is used for this purpose only
when other means fail, because parts of the instrument reflect
the light giving similar flashes which may be misunderstood.
The rodman accepts a mirror "release" reluctantly and only
when he is convinced by the rapidity and number of the flashes
that they are intentional.
The turning-point signal may be given by a full arm circular
movement in front of the body, by six short blasts of the whistle,
or, if necessary by mirror flashes. Inasmuch as an error in the
observations taken upon a turning-point enters into all of the
following determinations, the station is not located at a great
distance from the instrument, usually less than half a mile, and
the observations are taken with more care than are those of side
stations. Special conditions such as longer shots, poor back-
ground, or the presence of brush may cause the rodman to have
trouble in seeing that his turning-point signal has been accepted.
However, if the .same order of procedure is always followed
there is little cause for a misunderstanding of signals. The rod-
man signals a station which is accepted by the "rod-up" signal
from the instrument man. The former then signals a turning-
point and refuses to put up his rod until it also is accepted in
kind. The instrument man looking through the instrument
notes that the rod is not up and has no difficulty in recognizing
the turning-point signal. He then replies by arm movement or
by the whistle. If the rodman fails to recognize these, as shown
by his failure to "rod-up," the former may resort to mirror
flashes. The station having been recognized by the instrument
man, the rodman after giving the turn signal for such a time that
he is sure that the instrument man must have seen it,'and
recognizing that the conditions are such that the regular signals
probably cannot be seen by him, will recognize a signal of almost
any kind as an acceptance.